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T h e  C i t y  o f  

WINONA
would like to

welcome you to the 2013 production of

We hope you have a great time sharing the
joys and sorrows of life in Winona and the
surrounding area. By the end of this show
you will know why we believe, Winona is a

wonderful place to live and work.
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Mickey Austin, Alderman

Travis Johnson, Alderman

Franklin Seals, Alderman

David Ware, Alderman

Kelvin Winbush, Alderman
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Talmadge
“Tee” Golding
Montgomery
County
Chancery Clerk

Bubba Nix
Montgomery
County Sheriff

Velma Young
Montgomery
County Tax
Assessor/
Collector

Welcome
TO MONTGOMERY COUNTY

We hope you enjoy the stories of life 
in Montgomery County. We are sure you 

will agree it is a great place to call HOME! The
Montgomery County Courthouse is open from 8 a.m.

until 5 p.m. Monday-Friday to serve you!

Welcome to Hill Fire!  Come on in. Sit right down.
Make yourself at home and get ready to experience Hill
Fire.

Hill Fire is a folk life play produced semi-annually (in
April and October) by the Montgomery County Arts
Council. It is based on the real stories of people who
live in the South. A new play is locally written each
year from stories collected, typically from people living
in Montgomery County and the surrounding area.
The stories depict the lives, history, and traditions of
Southerners and their families.

The Home Front, Hill Fire’s 12th play, is a story set
during World War 2 and depicts life on the home front
during that time. The plot centers around an army
Sergeant who works at a POW camp in Mississippi.
Sergeant Purvis Shephard rents a room from Mary and
her husband Billy in a small community nearby the
camp. Mary and Billy have two young children, Bob
and Liddy. They, along with Bob’s closest friend
Charlie, seem to be unscathed by the war as they go
about their everyday lives. But are they really? At the
camp, Sergeant Shephard and some of the nurses
befriend a couple of German POWs and attempt to
make their stay in America a little more interesting. In
the town, the local shoeshine man, John Henry, and a
teacher, Katie, try to persuade Charlie to continue his
education. All the while, the Sergeant worries about the
safety of this brother who is fighting on the front lines
overseas and wonders if he will ever see him again.

The cast and crew of Hill Fire want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you for being here. We hope you fall
out of your chair laughing and that you leave feeling
like you’ve spent a couple of hours with friends and
family. Please enjoy our production of The Home
Front.

Welcome to

Hill Fire

A warm welcome from
T H E T O W N  O F

DUCK HILL
AND

Joey Cooley, Mayor Lovanda Farmer, Alderman
Linda Bennett, Alderman Leroy Nash, Alderman
Lula Brown. Alderman Alfonzo White, Adlerman

Lanelle
Martin
Montgomery
County Circuit
Clerk

KILMICHAEL
The Town That Cares

Welcome’s you to The Home Front
Sponsored by

Ryan Wood, Mayor Earnest Curtis, Alderman
Charles Austin, Alderman Sindy Hall, Alderman
Wilma Caradine, Alderman Bryan Lott, Alderman
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662-283-4565

Joey Johnson, Agent

CAST
Purvis ......................................................................................... DDoonnnnyy  BBrriigghhtt

Mary .............................................................................. CCrriissttiinnaa  PPrruuddhhoommmmee

Bob ........................................................................................... JJoohhnn  GGooooddssoonn

Charlie ...................................................................................... JJeerreemmyy  SSaaffffoolldd

Liddy ............................................................................................. SSaarraa  RRooggeerrss

Ferdinand ................................................................................ TTeedd  MMaaccIInnttoosshh

John Henry .............................................................................. CChhaarrlliiee  BBrroowwnn

Grace ..........................................................................................CChheerryyll  RRooggeerrss

Daisy .....................................................................................FFrreeddaa  MMaaccIInnttoosshh

Mabel .......................................................................................... DDaannaaee  WWaaddee

Josey ......................................................................................... KKaayyllaa  AAmmaassoonn

Erik ................................................................................................ CCoorryy  WWaaddee

Camp Commander ................................................................ KKeenn  RRoossaammoonndd

Katie ......................................................................................... VVaanneessssaa  MMiilllleerr

Newsboy ................................................................................... ZZaacckk  HHoolliiffiieelldd

Extras .................................................................................... KKrriisstteenn  HHoolliiffiieelldd

Extras ........................................................................................ JJiimm  MMccCCaauullllaa

409 North Applegate St.
Winona, MS 38967

(662) 283-1141 • (662) 283-1143 FAX

© 2014 Regions Bank. 

Expect more imagination.

Every musician begins with a creative spark. That’s one of the main reasons

Regions is so committed to supporting the arts in our communities. It’s also

why we focus on making banking so easy. You shouldn’t have to sacrifice the

fun and excitement of your dreams just to make them come true. So we put

our imaginations to work each day, finding the best ways to help you reach

your goals. Imagination might not be what you expect from a bank, but maybe

we can help change that.

1.800.regions  |  regions.com

Hwy 51 N. Winona • 283-1234

$20 PEDICURE SPECIALS:

Wednesday: Men’s Day
Thursday: Ladies Day
Anyday: Seniors Day

Best Diabetic Shop
Brooks, Asics Dealer

EASY FEET
121 N. Front St., Winona 

(662) 283-8796
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SCENES
ACT 1

A WORLD AT WAR  
THE CAMP: AERIAL ASSAULT 

THE BOARDING HOUSE 1
YACKITY YACK

THE BOARDING HOUSE 2   
THE BOARDING HOUSE 3    

SHOESHINE 1   
THE CAMP: PURVIS MEETS FERDINAND  

SHOESHINE 2   

ACT 2

THE CAMP: HOMESICK  
SHOESHINE 3   

THE CAMP: SPRINGTIME  
THE BOARDING HOUSE 4   

YACKITY YACK 2: THE SECRET  
SHOESHINE 4  

THE TOUR  
THE USO 

THE BOARDING HOUSE 5
A WORLD AT PEACE - THE FINALE

Weed Brothers Body Shop, Inc.

•

WINONA MAIN STREET •Montgomery County Chamber 
POB 248/701 Summit Street • Winona, MS 38967
PHONE: 662.283.4828 • FAX: 662.283.5986
mcedp@duckwood.net • www.mcedp.ms

BANK OF WINONA
HOMETOWN COMMUNITY SPIRIT • HOMETOWN COMMUNITY PRIDE

312 N. Applegate, Winona • 662-283-3231

Celebrating 
the stories of Winona 
and Montgomery County...
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HHeellppiinngg  yyoouu  wwiitthh  aallll  ooff  yyoouurr
bbuuiillddiinngg  nneeeeddss......

PP&&FF BBuuiillddiinngg  SSuuppppllyy
19 Hwy. 407, Winona • 283-3187

www.facebook.com/hillfireproductions

LOUIE HARRISON 
F A M I L Y D E N T I S T R Y

412 Tyler Holmes Drive, Winona • 283-4722

Camp McCain was named for Lt. General Henry Pinkney
McCain (great uncle of Senator John McCain). It, along
with other camps such as Camp Clinton and Camp Shelby,
was used as a training camp for soldiers. The camp consist-
ed of 40,000 acres which included an air base used for train-
ing pilots for the invasion of Europe.

The famous "Afrika Korps," under German General Erwin
Rommel, made up of German and Italian tanks and trucks,
was besieged in Tunisia and fought on until May 1943.The
Afrika Korps became prisoners of war of the United States
and Great Britain. General Jurgen Von Arnim, Rommel's
replacement, went into captivity as a prisoner of war along
with 275,000 German and Italian soldiers. They were housed
in tents surrounded by barbed wire. Food, water and other
essentials had to be transported to the German and Italian
prisoner-of-war compounds. A shipping shortage plagued
the allies. How could they feed and house the German and
Italian prisoners in Africa while the United States and Great
Britain needed all ships to bring troops and equipment from
America for the Normandy invasion? After unloading their
cargoes in Great Britain, many of these ships returned empty
to the United States.

To help alleviate the shipping problems, a decision was made
by the U.S. government to bring the German and Italian
prisoners of war from North Africa to prisons in the United
States. It would be less burdensome and less costly to house

and feed the captured men in the United States. Additionally,
the prisoners of war (POWs) could be put to work in non-
military jobs. In the last four months of 1943, German and
Italian prisoners of war began arriving in the United States
from their compounds in North Africa.

Camp McCain was designed for only 25,000 soldiers. The
capacity was increased by adding double bunks in the bar-
racks. The camp housed 7,700 POWs. Their barracks each
held 50 men and each barrack had a mess hall with food
prepared by German cooks. Beer could be bought in the
canteen. Each barrack had sport teams and they competed
against other barracks.

About the ...STORY
Mississippi POW Camps

Continued on page 7...

About the ...STORY
Former POW
revisits Camp McCain
((EExxcceerrpptt  ffrroomm  aann  aarrttiiccllee  iinn  TThhee  GGrreennaaddaa
SSttaarr  bbyy  LLeewwiiss  MMccCCooooll))

Ferdinand Ankenbrand of Gochsheim,
West Germany, was a prisoner of war
held at Camp McCain during World War
II from September 1945 until May 1946.

Although he has visited the United States
on one other occasion since the war, he
had not been back to the Grenada area.
He said he wanted to return to show his
wife, Pauline, the place where he had
spent much of the time during his
wartime separation from his country and
family.

The Ankenbrands are traveling through
the Southeast with their niece, Elfriede
Edwards, her husband, L. E., a native of
Kosciusko, and daughter Linda. Mrs.
Edwards, a native of Germany, acted as
interpreter for the Ankenbrands, who
speak little English. The Edwards live in
Spring Lake, North Carolina.

The POW quarters at Camp McCain.

Continued on page 8...
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K I L M I C H A E L •  W I N O N A •  M A T H I S T O N

Relationships built 
on trust for over 100 years...

We hope you enjoy the stories of
Montgomery County in  

The Home Front. 

RANNY HENSON, CPA
127 SUMMIT ST. WINONA • 283-8700

Thank you to the citizens of
Mississippi District 46 

for allowing me to serve as your
State Representative.

Best of luck to the cast of

The Home Front
REP. BOBBY HOWELL

The POWs were allowed to keep their uniforms for special occa-
sions. They wore black or khaki shirts and pants with the letters
PW painted on each leg. Other accounts said the prisoners wore
blue uniforms with an orange PW on their backs.

POWs were put to work in non-military jobs. Officers could not
be made to work. They were paid 80 cents a day which allowed
them to purchase cigarettes and other items not available in the
prison canteen. They would pick cotton and plant trees and cut
timber. They were used to build the Mississippi River Basin Model
that could be used to predict floods.

Some POWs attempted to escape. They could easily walk off from
a cotton field or slip off into the woods. But their clothes and
German accents always gave them away. Some prisoners dug a
tunnel 100 feet long. They put the dirt they dug into their pants
and scattered it around the prison grounds. They even installed
light bulbs to light the tunnel. They were caught 10 feet from the
fence. Also an officer sawed through the bars under the camp in a

culvert. He escaped, went to town and checked in to a hotel. He
used hotel stationery to write a letter to the State Department
complaining about the treatment at the camp. No copy of the let-
ter can be found but he was probably complaining about no priva-
cy walls in the latrine and having to share a bungalow. He then
broke back into the camp and went to sleep. (This happened at
Camp Clinton). In Grenada, Camp McCain POWs were found
eating lunch in a Grenada restaurant. In the Delta, a German pilot
and the wife of a Delta farmer were arrested in Nashville. They
were on their way to the east coast to steal an airplane and fly to
Greenland.

The war ended in Europe in May 1945, but the POWs remained in
the compounds and continued to work for nearly a year after the
war ended. President Truman decided that there was a labor
shortage and the POWs were made to stay until the shortage was
over. Some POWs didn’t get home until mid-1946. They were in
the prison camps for nearly 3 years.

German veterans have returned to Mississippi over the years to see
the camps where they lived. They were sad to discover that the
camps were torn down after the war. Some were only 18-20 years
old when they were captured. The camps actually saved their lives
since the war ended for them when they were captured.

There was one interview by a nurse who worked at a prison camp.
She said she and other nurses mothered the prisoners. They were
just kids. She was never afraid of them and never treated them like
the enemy. They were just somebody else’s sons from the other
side of the Atlantic.

About the ...STORY Mississippi POW Camps

One prisoner was captured on
his 19th birthday. Said it wasn’t
a bad birthday present because
now he was safe and there was
no more lead in the air.
Another soldier had planned on
going to medical school, but the
war changed his life. It took
being captured to put him back
on track. He worked with
American nurses as a surgical
technician. After the war he
went to medical school and
became a neurologist.

Continued from page 6...

F R I E N D L Y G O E S A L O N G W A Y . . .
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You can trust 

LOTT’S EXXON
for all your automotive needs!

WINONA’S ONLY
FULL SERVICE STATION

615 Middleton Road, Winona • 283-5749 

Search to find God’s plan for your life...

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
304 Jones St., Winona • 662-453-0623

Wishing the Hill Fire cast a great show!

About the ...STORY
Former POW
revisits Camp McCain

According to Mr. Ankenbrand, the German prisoners were
very well treated during their stay at Camp McCain. He said he was treated like
“friends” by the American soldiers. Mr. Ankenbrand said he was drafted into
the German army after the outbreak of the fighting in Europe. He was cap-
tured by American troops while in the infantry in Italy in July 1944.

He said he was put on a ship and taken to Anzio and then Naples before being
shipped to the United States. He was then transported to Aliceville, Alabama
prior to coming to Camp McCain.

From the time he was captured in 1944 until his eventual release by the Allied
forces, he had no communications with his wife, who was with her family in
Germany   It was October 1947 before they were reunited. He said he felt the
problem with communications was not the fault of the Americans, but was due
to a problem in Europe with the Red Cross intermediary efforts.

Mrs. Ankenbrand said she never received notice of his capture and was told by
German officials that her husband was “missing in action”. She said she finally
concluded that he was dead since she did not receive any mail. The standard
POW card filled out following capture by prisoners of the Allies to notify fami-
ly of their status never was delivered to Mrs. Ankenbrand.

The couple expressed no bitterness about the situation. According to Mr.
Ankenbrand, he was aware that the Germans had started the war, and he real-
ized he must suffer for it and wait until it was ended before he could go home.
Time and time again he stated how well he was treated by officials at Camp
McCain. His family said that he has often remembered the time spent around
Grenada, and such memories are fond. When asked if he had been homesick
during his imprisonment, he replied, “No!” (At which time his wife gently
poked him.)

Mr. Ankenbrand seemed saddened that little remained of the once huge mili-
tary camp. While driving through the farmland that had been a sprawling
training complex, he pointed out areas he thought he recognized, although
only a few concrete foundations and skeletons of buildings remain today.

The prisoners, he recalled, often worked for area farmers during harvest time.

Continued from page 6...

Continued on page 9...
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DDaavviiddssoonn
MARBLE & GRANITE

WORKS, INC.
P.O. BOX 685

WINONA, MS 38967

VÜÉááÜÉtwá

]xãxÄxÜá
122 Summit St. Winona

283-2221

PLAZA DRUGS
BBlloossssoommss  && MMoorree
422 N. Applegate,

Winona • 283-9988

WINONA
TRACTOR
& Equipment, Inc.
220 N. Applegate Winona

283-1128

We hope you enjoy
The Home Front as we 
‘set these hills on fire!’

Emmett Chassaniol & Mississippi
Senator Lydia Chassaniol

FALL SHOW...COMING IN OCTOBER!

He said he had helped pick cotton, corn and peanuts. The farmers, he said,
would come to the base to pick up prisoners for farm work and return them at
the end of the day.

Following the Allied victory in Europe, the prisoners were not kept under
guard. Mr. Ankenbrand said that the camp conditions were very good. He said
that he did not know how many German soldiers were kept at the camp. “All
the barracks were full,” he said, “ and each housed between 30 and 40 prison-
ers. He guessed that there might have been a thousand at the camp, but other
sources indicated that several thousand were at the base adjacent to the town of
Elliott.

Mr. Ankenbrand, who was a sergeant in the German army, was in charge of his
barracks at the camp. In addition to farm work, he also worked in supply and
had the night shift as a boiler fireman at the kitchen at the airport. He recalled
that the stoves fired by the boiler would get so hot they would be bright red.

Mrs. Edwards said that her uncle got very excited as they neared Grenada.
“The closer we got, the more excited he became,” she commented. She said she
wished that some kind of record had been kept in the local area of the event
and people at Camp McCain. The visitors were disappointed to learn that no
such mementos of the base exist other than with certain units that had been
stationed there. Mr. Ankenbrand said that keeping souvenirs or mementos was
not possible for the prisoners since they were not allowed to keep possessions
when they were shipped from the base. The only item he has from this area is a
ring which he has worn constantly since his release. The ring was made for
prisoners who worked at Camp Como, another prison camp north of Grenada.
Although he did not work there, he said he was given a ring. The sterling silver
ring says “Camp Como, Mississippi USA” and has a cluster of leaves on one
side, representing Germany; a camel and pyramids, representing the African
campaign; and an American Indian wearing a head dress, representing their
stay in this country. Mr. Ankenbrand said he is very proud of the ring and very
proud of his stay in America.

He was transferred to England from Camp McCain and he remained there
working in the shipyards and other sections of the country until he was finally
released to return to Germany in 1947. Upon his return, damage from the war
was still quite evident, he noted. A nearby town, Schweimfurth, had been badly
bombed, but has since been rebuilt. Little evidence of the conflict remains
today, he said, although there are still a few signs of war. “This is war; that’s the
way it is,” he said.

Continued from page 8...

About the ...STORYFormer POWrevisits
Camp McCain
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montgomery county arts council

MEMBERS

montgomery county arts council

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Steve Lester, Chairman

Danae Wade, Vice-Chairman
Vanessa Miller, Sec/Treas.

Charlie Brown
Tela Collins

Marvin Edwards
Juanita Flowers

Tina Garrett

Betty Halik
Janet Harper

Melissa Hightower
Dan Myers

Cheryl Rogers
Annie Helen Phillips

Bootsie Weed

PLATINUM
Bank of Winona
Lydia Chassaniol

Flowers Accounting
Greenlee Law Firm, Inc.

GOLD
Bank of Kilmichael

Aubrey & Patsy Boone
Bob & Carole Graves

Jim & Paula McCaulla
Bill & Nell Middleton

Regions Bank
Ken & Becky Rosamond

Phyllis T. Ward
Winona Rotary Club

SILVER
Susan Allen School of

Dance
Al & Nan Baker
Lorene Barnett

Jerry & Shirley Blakely
Blakeman, Brister &

Putman
Lyn Branch

Charles & Judith Brown
Wayne & Celeste Bush

Delta Electric
Danny & Debbie Farmer
David & Peggy Gibson

Tommy & Rebecca
Golding

Charlie & Tina Heath
Bobby & Charmayne

Howell
Jackie T. Lancaster

Steve & LeAnne Lester
John & Linda Malone

Renasant Bank
Lenis & Faye Pearson

John & Neal Sumner
Harmon & Nona Tillman
Mike & Linda Tompkins

BRONZE
Charles & Betty Austin

Linda Barbour
Jerry & Olene Boggan

Forrest & Kathleen Clark
Bryan & Julie Cottingham

Bill & Miriam Dockery
Bob & Elizabeth Eldridge

Eleanor Forsythe
Rufus & Frances Gardner

Tee & Pam Golding
Tommy & Carol Griffin

Julie Halfacre
Patty E. Henson

Benny & Betty Herring
George & Margaret Harris

Joe Hunter
Margaret Lay

Dan & Jamie Middleton
Dan & Stevie Myers

John & Carolyn Swanson
Allen & Bootsie Weed

FAMILY
Chut & Mitchie Billingsley

Charles & Carolyn
Dismukes

Marvin & Cathy Edwards
Lane Greenlee &
Rebecca Hodges

Ted & Freda MacIntosh
Ronny & Jean McCarty
Joe & Margaret Moore
Wilton & Peggy Neal
LaVerne Palmertree
Ken & Beth Powell

Richard & Katherine Pratt

Tyler & Beth Richards
Angela Rushing

Jimmy & Kay Slocum
Jerry & Judy Stanford

Harvey & Kay Swindoll
Cory & Danae Wade
Ron & Tracy Wood

ORGANIZATIONAL
Winona Business Women

INDIVIDUAL
Dorothy Coffey

Kay Daves
Dr. William Finley

Juanita Flowers
Esther Heath
Joe Hunter

Irene Lisenbee
Barbara McClellan

Annie Helen Phillips
Jennifer Phillips

STUDENT
Faith Dungan

Terance Flowers

MEMORIAL GIFTS
* In memory of Betty

Townsend by Phyllis T.
Ward

* In memory of Edward
A. Locke by Lane Greenlee
* In memory of Edward &

Nancy Locke by Jim &
Paulla McCaulla

About the ...STORY
Black & White & 
Friends for Life....
BByy  BBoobb  GGrraavveess

I’ve known Charles Brown for about
60 years. Our friendship began
through Charles’ Uncle Willie “Battle”
Whitehead. “Battle” worked for my
Grandfather, Harry Graves, back in
the early ‘50s. “Battle” raised Charles
as his own son. Often “Battle” would
bring Charles to work with him at my
Grandfather’s livestock auction.
Charles and I are the same age, same
birthday in fact.

We became boyhood pals, playmates.
I remember fishing with Charles
using kite string, safety pins, an
almost anything long enough and rea-
sonably straight enough to consider a
fishing pole. For bait the underside of
any old board or rock produced a
bevy of crickets, grubs, and earth-
worms. Our favorite fishing hole was
a muddy little pasture pond that was
filled with long, skinny catfish. Two
boys whiling away long summer after-
noons, pulling little fish from a pond,
dreaming of catching the “big one”.

Sometimes Charles and I would wres-
tle. I played pee-wee football and
thought myself to be a pretty tough
ten year old, but Charles was strong as
an ox. After he had thrown me
around a few times like a sack of salt,
reality set in. After Charles squeezed
me in a head-lock and then a full nel-
son, my dreams of being a NFL foot-
ball star and certainly any dreams of
being a wrestler were long gone.

In the 1950’s life was good but eco-
nomic times in the South were hard.
Most white people were poor; most
black people were extremely poor.
Charles had to hustle and work for
every penny. My mom could spot the
goodness in a person from a mile
away. She saw the goodness in
Charles Brown and felt that given a
chance in this world, Charles would
make a success of himself. Charles
became a regular around our house
doing yard work, odd jobs, and put-
ting a brilliant shine on my dad’s
shoes.

I remember one Saturday morning a
flash of light, similar to a lightning
strike, lit up the house. It was a
bright sunshine filled day, so light-
ning, especially with no thunder was
out of the question. It was several
weeks later when the film from
mama’s  Kodak Brownie camera was
developed that an explanation of the
strange flash of light that day became
apparent. As we looked through the
developed pictures, there was a close
up of Charles’ face. Apparently he
had picked up the camera and acci-
dently snapped his on photo. At the
time we had a good laugh, many years
later after we had lost track of Charles
we were glad to have his self portrait
as a memory.

Mother and Charles became good
friends. As Charles grew into his
teenage years he would look to “Miss
Mary Rae” as he called her, for men-
toring and guidance. Charles lived
several miles from our home so most
of the advice he received was given as
mother drove him home. She
encouraged Charles to become edu-
cated and to read; read newspapers,
books, read everything.

When the time came, Mother encour-
aged Charles to go somewhere that he
could find more opportunities. She
suggested that he look at military
service as a way to continue his edu-
cation and expand his choices for a
good career.

Charles took Mother’s advice and
enlisted in the Army. I left home
soon after left for college. I tried to
keep up with Charles through his
uncle. I learned that he had been
severely wounded in Vietnam, had
spent a long time in military hospi-
tals, recovered from his wounds, and
was living in Chicago.

I had not seen Charles in almost 40
years when there was a knock on the
door of the cabin of my farm. There
stood my old friend Charles Brown.
Like me he had left but had returned
home to live out his years.
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The MONTGOMERY COUNTY
SUPERVISORS WOULD LIKE

TO WELCOME YOU TO 

& MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Montgomery County Supervisors include...
Nelson Forrest Keith McGee

Lindsey Roberts, Jr. Kenneth Ware

Ron Wood, Board President


