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t all began with a dream and a
prayer– a dream to glorify God
through her craft.

And 20 years later, Ballet
Magnificat! is the world’s first
Christian ballet company, drawing
dancers from all over the world.
Founder Kathy Thibodeaux is
amazed at the ways God has blessed
her life and the dance company
formed in 1986.

“The Lord has been so faithful,”
Thibodeaux said. “To have started
out with no dancers, no support
and to see things grow like they

have. I stand amazed every day.”
Headquartered in Jackson, Ballet
Magnificat! now has over 400 stu-
dents enrolled, and most of all, the
students share Thibodeaux’s love
for Christ. Together, the company is
“bringing back dance” to the
Christian community.

“We are grateful to be a part of the
body of Christ, and we pray that
God will use our ministry to be a
blessing,” Thibodeaux said.

It all began over 20 years ago when
a conflict arose at her former dance
company over a music selection she

was to perform at the International
Ballet Competition. Thibodeaux
wanted to dance to Sandi Patty’s
“We Shall Behold
Him.” Critics
within her ballet
company and
within the
International
Ballet
Competition said
the piece was
“too religious”
and pressured her
to select new
music.

After months of
defending her
selection,
Thibodeaux
danced to “We
Shall Behold
Him” at the final round of the
International Ballet Competition.
She received the night’s only stand-
ing ovation, and a silver medal.

From the conflict was born a
dream. Thibodeaux declined offers
to dance all over the world in order
to build on the dream God laid on
her heart that night. A dream that
would take root in Jackson,
Mississippi.

Four years later, Thibodeaux left the
dance company that disagreed with
her music selection to create a com-

pany that would glorify God
through dance. She had nothing but
a passionate vision and a calling.

But in 1986, Ballet
Magnificat! was the
world’s first
Christian ballet com-
pany.

The name Ballet
Magnificat! comes
from Mary’s song,
The Magnificat!
from Luke 1:46, “My
soul doth magnify
the Lord.”

That was 20 years
ago and Ballet
Magnificat! has
grown to over 400
dancers with per-
formances all over

the world. It has been hard-fought
success, but critics in and outside of
the Christian community are open-
ing themselves to the possibilities of
Christian dance.

And the government is beginning to
accept the company as a school,
finally approving vistas for interna-
tional students to attend.

As the 20th Anniversary of Ballet
Magnificat! approached,
Thibodeaux began having a new
dream – a Christmas dream.
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A Christmas 
DREAM

Katherine, played by Alyssa Alexander of San Diego, Calif., with the
Butterflies.  (Above, left) Katherine receives dolls as a gift for Christmas,
played by Jiri Voborsky of the Czech Republic and Erin Heisterberg of Tulsa,
Oka. (Above, right) Katherine with her special gift, the Holy Bible.
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Over the years, Ballet Magnificat!
has celebrated the Christmas season
with their “Christmas Festival” per-
formance. Although the
“Christmas Festival” drew some of
the biggest crowds to date last sea-
son, Thibodeaux felt God calling
her to create a new ballet for the
Christmas season. After much
prayer, “A Christmas Dream” was
born.

This brand new ballet will feature
the music from Tchaikovsky’s
“Nutcracker.”  “A Christmas
Dream” is a Christian version of the
“Nutcracker.”  Over 150 dancers
will perform this masterful ballet
with extravagant sets and over 300
costumes to delight and entertain.

“This is a large cast with a lot of
generations involved,” Thibodeaux
said. “We have a grandmother, a
mom and a grandbaby dancing in
this production. It is always fun to
get different age groups to interact

in  a dance. And the music is so
beautiful. We are having a great
time working for God. We are hav-
ing so much fun.”

Set in the Old South, the story
begins at a Christmas party.
Katherine, played by Alyssa
Alexander of San Diego, Calif.,
is opening gifts from
friends and family
members when
her grandparents
arrive.

Her grand-
parents are
missionaries
in a distant
land who
are home
this holiday
season.
Grandfather
recognizes the
call for missions
on Katherine’s life
and gives her a very
special Christmas gift,
his Bible.

She begins reading
from this amazing
book, when she falls
asleep. An amazing
battle takes place as Michael the
Archangel and a host of angelic
beings fight against Beelzebub and
his demons who are trying to steal

the Word from Katherine’s heart.

A golden chariot takes Katherine up
to the Kingdom of Heaven,

where all the nations are
dancing before the

throne of God.

Thibodeaux said
the throne room
of God will be
like the
description of
Heaven in
Revelation,
including the
lampstands

and bowls of
incense.

“We hope everyone
coming to see the

new show will be
blessed, will be edified and
encouraged in their
faith,” Thibodeaux said.

“A Christmas Dream”
will be on stage Dec. 14-
16 at Thalia Mara Hall in

Jackson. For ticket information, call
601-977-1001.

— Gwen Sisson

The Arabian Dancers include Betsey Green of Indianapolis, Ind.; Christina Hudson of Jackson; Kristin Hill of Raleigh,
N.C.; and Katie Garwood of Maine.
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The Spanish Dancers include Karah Howard of Dallas, Texas; Martyna
Blazejewska of Poland; and Reagan Gresli of Seattle, Wash.
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Hannah Beaver of
Pittsburgh, Penn. danc-
ing the “Ribbons of
Righteousness” dance.
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