
By Gwen Sisson

Everyone experiences difficult cir-
cumstances at various times in life.
Many experience tragedy on some
level. Some of these circumstances
can shake a person to their very core.

James Cruise believes “God choos-
es what we go through. We choose
how we go through it.” Cruise will be
the guest speaker at the 11 a.m. wor-
ship service at Mathiston United
Methodist Church on March 29. James Cruise Ministries,
based in Clinton, is a ministry dedicated to showing peo-
ple that “life is about ‘getting back up’ when the tragedies
and bad times of life come visiting you.”

Cruise said he wants people to come away from his
message on March 29 with the thought that “life can be
good, no matter what happened yesterday.”
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Bishop Swanson
to preach in the

Starkville District

Mississippi Annual Conference Bishop James
Swanson, Jr.

By Gwen Sisson

Holy Week will begin and end with two opportuni-
ties for people throughout the Golden Triangle area to
hear the preaching of Bishop James Swanson of the
Mississippi Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church.

Beginning with Palm Sunday, Bishop Swanson will
speak at the 11 a.m. worship services March 29 at First
Unity United Methodist Church in Weir. And on Easter
Sunday, the Bishop will be speaking at the 8:45 and 11
a.m. services at Columbus’ First United Methodist
Church. The public is invited to attend services at both
churches.

"We are so excited that Bishop Swanson will preach
(in the Starkville District) on Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday,” said Dr. Embra Jackson, superintendent of
the Starkville District of the Mississippi Conference of
the United Methodist Church. “Bishop Swanson is a
dynamic preacher and I know that we will be blessed
by his messages. We invite everyone to come and hear

this great man of God at one of these services.”
Jackson said having Bishop Swanson preach in the

Golden Triangle area at this special time of year contin-

BISHOP
Continued on page 6...

Don't miss the district

youth MissionDay on

March 20 & 21 at

Louisville FUMC. 

The Mississippi State

University Praise team

will bring the music and

Jonathan Stokes will share

the Word. No lip service! 

Send your photos from

this weekend’s event to

gwenwoodssisson@

yahoo.com TODAY!

District

Youth

Mission

Day set

Mathiston UMC speaker
to discuss overcoming

tragedy and hard times

MATHISTON
Continued on page 5...
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LENTEN LUNCH SERIES

Men of the
Master
perform 
Eupora’s FUMC Lenten
Lunch Series featured a
performance by
Starkville’s Men of the
Master on March 11. The
group sang various
hymns in line with the
Lenten Season.
(Photos by Gwen Sisson)

Tucker shares thoughts on ‘The Last
Days of Christ’ at Lenten Lunch

Eupora’s
FUMC Lenten
Lunch Series
continued
March 18 with
Rev. Matt
Tucker of
Bellefontaine
UMC &
Lebanon UMC
sharing his
experiences
from the play,
“The Last
Days of
Christ” at
Kosciusko
UMC.
(Photo by
Gwen Sisson)

“Through this season I have looked each
day for 'Glory Sightings' and the biblical
scripture to accompany them. I've saw so
many things I took for granted....I thank
our Lord for opening not only my eyes but
also my heart and soul to these wonderful
blessings each day!  Praise God!”

– Lorriane Gladney

“No  matter how close we feel or think we
are to him, we are never close enough.”

–Yolander Jones

“This Lent season I have rededicated my
life to Christ. I have learned to reform my
ways of living a more exemplary life. I am
learning to develop patients and how to

live more like Christ by living by his exam-
ple.”  

– Edith Stallings

What is God teaching you through this
Lenten Season? Share your thoughts

at gwenwoodssisson@yahoo.com.

What is God teaching you through this Lenten Season?
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KINGS KIDS

King’s

Kids take

trip to

Jackson
Recently the King’s

Kids of Ackerman
UMC and South Union
UMC made a trip to
Jackson. The group
had lunch and went to
the Children's
Museum. Then, they
went to the Methodist
Children's Home to
deliver supplies.
(Photos submitted)

We need photos of your church events...
The Starkville District would like to feature events from every church in each newsletter. Please send us your
events and announcements  to gwenwoodssisson@yahoo.com. Thanks so much! 
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LAY LEADERSHIP TRAINING

By Gwen Sisson

As we look to the Lay Servant Leadership
Training event, set for April 11 at Starkville
First United Methodist Church, it seemed the
perfect time to discuss who makes a good “lay
leader.”

Dr. Embra Jackson, Starkville District
Superintendent for the Mississippi Conference
of the United Methodist Church said a “good”
lay leader is a person who understands that
while their major role is to represent the lay
persons (the laity--regular attendees of the
church congregation) in their church.   

“They also work with their pastor in the
planning and implementation of the mission of
the United Methodist Church, which is ‘to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world,’" Jackson said. “Good lay
leaders have an awareness of the role of laity
with in the life of the church and understand
why the role of the laity is so vital to church-
es.”  

According to Jackson,
•  Good lay leaders work with the pastor to

discuss the state of their church and the role
that clergy and laity play together to ensure
that the church is able to fulfill its mission.  

•  Good lay leaders stay informed of training
opportunities for the laity, such as Lay Servant
Training. 

•  They also share the mission, vision and
business of the annual conference and of their
district. 

•  Good Lay Leaders also serve as active
members of various committees in their local
church including the administrative council,
finance committee, etc.

“Overall good lay leaders are those who are
able to help the lay persons in their church ful-
fill their calling,” Jackson said. “They also
help pastors relate to the laity and together to
help usher in God's Kingdom.”

Hal Smith of Columbus FUMC said his deci-
sion to accept the role of Lay Leader, when
asked by the Committee on Nominations and
Leadership Development, was easy due to the
fact that it seemed so very much in line with
his calling to serve the Lord through his
church.. Already having served as a Methodist
Lay Speaker for several years, as well as serv-
ing as an Adult Sunday School teacher for
nearly 20 years prior to becoming Lay Leader,
it seemed clear that it was God's next way of
calling Smith to service. 

Smith said he has learned over the years that
there are several traits that a good Lay Leader
should develop. First, you must serve your
congregation and Pastors with a spirit of
humility. 

“There's no place for pride in the role of Lay
Leader, as pride will create barriers between

What makes a good Lay Leader?

people,” Smith said. “Being humble allows
one to be more approachable and connected
when serving others.Yes, there may be
moments where a certain boldness may be
required, but those moments should be con-
trolled and tempered by the Holy Spirit. Our
model is Jesus.”

With the example of Christ in mind, Smith
said a second important trait of a good Lay
Leader is to develop the willingness and abili-
ty to listen. 

“Listen to what members are saying,” Smith
said. “Listen to what your church pastors and
staff are saying...then listen again while asking
the Holy Spirit to guide your thoughts and
perceptions. Do all of that before speaking,
because all too often our first thoughts and
reactions come too much from the flesh and
we need give God the opportunity to guide our

thoughts and words.”
Since the Lay Leader is given such a con-

nected role in the Methodist Church, he or she
MUST lead by example. 

“He/she must shed any personal wants or
agendas and be lead by God's guidance for
what's needed at this place, at this time, for
these needs,” Smith said. “Putting the others
you serve before oneself. Is that too not one of
the traits of our Lord Jesus Christ?”

Smith said there are a lot of "nuts and bolts"
in the duties of carrying out one's role as Lay
Leader in the church, and can easily be identi-
fied by looking them up in The Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church. 

“But I contend that the bigger part is not so
much the duties we have, but more so in how

LAY LEADER
Continued on page 5...
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NAMES IN THE NEWS

“Tragedy is a defining
moment in our lives,” Cruise
said. “It’s not the tragic
event that’s important in our
lives. What’s important is
what we do after that
tragedy happens in our lives.
How we respond to what has
happened. How we move on
or how we don’t move on
with our lives. Where we
look to for our direction and
help.”

Cruise said he looked for
help and comfort in all the
wrong places. He will be
sharing his reaction to pow-
erful tragedy following the
death of his parents and the
loss of his wife at Mathiston
UMC.

“I will be telling my story,
my journey so far in my
life,” Cruise said. “What life
has thrown at me and how I
have responded, what I have
learned and how I have
grown closer to God while
confronting some tragedies
in my life.”

Several Mathiston UMC
church members have heard
Cruise speak and said he
“truly speaks from the heart
about overcoming tragedy
and we are anxious to have
him at our church.” 

Roger Miller of Mathiston
UMC said Cruise’s message
is especially fitting for the
Easter season.
“The message James Cruise
brings is one of triumph over
tragedy through the grace of
God,” Miller said. “We
invite anyone who believes
they could benefit from it to
join us on Palm Sunday for
this outstanding presenta-
tion.”

For more information
about James Cruise
Ministries, go to
http://www.jamescruise.com.

MATHISTON
Continued from page 1...

we carry them out,” Smith said. 
Roger Miller of Mathiston United Methodist Church

agrees. He has been serving his church as a lay leader
for many years, and as a lay speaker every other
Sunday. He said early in his time as a lay leader, an
old saying became a powerful guide: "Nobody cares
how much you know until they know how much you
care."

”The right arm of 'care' is God and the left arm of
'care' is the congregation,” Miller said. “If any minis-
ter leaves home on Sunday morning with this thought,
the care of God will come overflowing and the care of
the congregation will come in the church. And, that
person will be blessed with a successful ministry.”

William Lloyd said he made the decision to become
a lay leader for Wesley UMC in Kosciusko some years
after becoming a member in 1964.  

“I served under some great role models who were
deeply committed to their church,” Lloyd said. “The

characteristics which each one possessed were integri-
ty, knowledge of the workings of the United
Methodist Church, integrity, communications and
leadership skills.”

Lloyd said next to the pastor, the lay leader is the
next person that members of the church congregation
look to for spiritual leadership as well as administra-
tive guidance.  

“That being the case, the lay leader has to stay
abreast of events taking place within the Methodist
Church community by attending district and confer-
ence level workshops, annual conferences, etc.,”
Lloyd said. “But my greatest lesson learned was that
people are watching the lay leader closely to see if he
or she is ‘practicing what is being preached.’ When
they become convinced that the lay leader is not just
giving lip service they are more likely to follow your
lead.”

For more information about becoming an effective
lay leader, contact the Starkville District Office at
(662) 323-0198.

LAY LEADER
Continued from page 4...

Celebrating...

On Feb. 1, Weir UMC was the setting for a
suprise 85th birthday party for Mrs. Jane
O'Kelly. (Photo submitted)

Honoring...

Maury Shurlds, Adult Sunday School teacher,
is always first to class, class and church, both
growing at Maben UMC. (Photo submitted)

We are still looking for a person from each church to help with photos,
announcements, etc. for the District newsletter....we would LOVE to have 

something from every church. Thanks to all those who have volunteered so far!
Thanks for all you do to make Christ known in the Starkville District! To 

volunteer, send your contact information to 
gwenwoodssisson@yahoo.com
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MAR. 20
• Deadline for registering
for the Starkville District
Lay Servant Training set
for April 11 from 8 a.m.
until 4 p.m. at Starkville
FUMC.

MAR. 22
• Free concert at St.
Stephen UM Church in
Columbus, MS. The
Capstone Quartet will be
singing, beginning at
6:30 p.m. A love offering
will be taken. For more
information or directions,
please contact Ruth Hiles
at (662) 574-2804.

MAR. 29
• Bishop Swanson will be
preaching at 11 a.m.
(Palm Sunday) at First
Unity UMC.

APR. 5
• Mathiston UMC Spring
Bake Sale and
Rummage Sale at the
church fellowship hall

APR. 5
• Bishop Swanson will be
preaching at 11 a.m.
(Easter Sunday) at
Columbus First UMC.

APR. 6
• Mathiston United
Methodist Church will
host its Razmus United
Methodist Women's
Circle at the church fel-
lowship hall @ 6 p.m..
Anyone is welcome.  

APR. 11
• District Lay Servant
Leader Training will begin
at 8 a.m. at Starkville
FUMC

MAY 7
• Starkville’s Observance
of the National Day of
Prayer will be at noon
May 7 at the Starkville
Sportsplex. 

CALENDAR

EVENTS

ues a tradition began last year when the Bishop
preached a powerful message at Griffin UMC in
Starkville. 

Jackson said it is also interesting to note that Bishop
Swanson is preaching at two of the Starkville District’s
most dynamic churches, led by two great senior pas-
tors. Rev. Lyndon Geeter is the pastor at First Unity
UMC in Weir and Rev. Raigan Miskelly is the senior
pastor at Columbus First UMC.   

Rev. Geeter of First Unity UMC in Weir said this
may be a historic moment for the Weir Charge.

“I believe this is the first time a sitting Bishop has
preached in the Weir Charge,” Geeter said. “It is very

exciting. We are looking forward to the Bishop doing
what he does, the way he does it best and seeing the
Holy Ghost move in our church.”

Rev. Miskelly of First UMC Columbus said the
church is thrilled to have Bishop Swanson joining
them on Easter Sunday. 

“We are excited to celebrate this High Holy Day
with magnificent worship, terrific preaching, and the
gift of God's Spirit as our companion and guide,”
Miskelly said. “We invite everyone to attend as we cel-
ebrate that Christ is Risen....for Christ is Risen
indeed!”

For more information about Bishop Swanson, go to
http://www.mississippiumc.org or contact the
Starkville District office at (662) 324-0198.

BISHOP
Continued from page 1...

By Rev. Curtis Bray

At our Lowndes County Cluster
Revival in September, Bishop
Swanson challenged us to go
beyond our perceived boundaries
and seek to build God’s Kingdom.    

At Shaeffer’s Chapel UMC we
often feel confined because of our
location in the country, but yet we
knew there were folks everywhere
that needed the love of Christ.  

Last year we started a bus min-
istry to pick up youth for our youth
activities and worship – mostly
kids who were not in church but
had been asked by our youth to
come visit.  We soon realized that
100 percent of these youth came
from the New Hope area which
was about 20 miles from Shaeffer’s
Chapel. It was then that we
approached Rev. Sarah Windham,
pastor of New Hope UMC, with an
idea that might benefit both church-
es.  

In her enthusiasm over this possi-
ble partnership, at the onset Rev.
Windham said, "God has given me
a great church in New Hope UMC.
They love all people and want to be
engaged in ministry. They have
been praying for some feet due to
the fact they are marvelously
mature.  Brother Curtis brought this
ministry for the youth to my atten-
tion. The church was delighted for
the opportunity to reach out and
aforementioned feet. This is also an
opportunity for two very different
churches to come together offering
their resources for a combined min-
istry. What an opportunity! May
God keep us focused, and we
expect the Holy Spirit do some-
thing amazing." 

We decided to go forward and
make our Wednesday Evening
Youth Meeting, Unplugged, a com-
bined effort of both churches.
Robin Carpenter, Youth Director
for Shaeffer’s Chapel said, “It is a

win for both churches – they
opened their doors to youth activi-
ties with the possibility of attract-
ing new families and Shaeffer’s
Chapel could spend less time “on
the road” on Wednesdays and more
time with youth.” Although some
said it would not work, we were
not deterred.  Since starting this
cooperative effort in the fall, the
number of youth coming to
Unplugged has doubled!  There are
even youth coming from other
denominational churches that do
not have Wednesday evening youth
activities.  In the near future, these
youth look forward to leading a
worship service at New Hope UMC
to show their thanks for this shared
ministry.

Our prayer is that God will con-
tinue to plant new ideas and use
both churches to work together to
build His Kingdom, make new dis-
ciples, and transform the world
through Christ Jesus!

Churches partner for youth ministry
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Cedar Bluff UMC in Clay County cel-
ebrates of their own for many years of
service in a charge capacity.  

Oliver Lee Watson was recognized for
serving as charge treasurer for 34 con-
secutive years.  During this time the
charge included Cedar Bluff UMC,
Siloam UMC and Pheba UMC (until its
closing).  

When Oliver Watson first started as
charge treasurer C.P. Minnick was the
Mississippi United Methodist Bishop
and there was there was a North
Mississippi conference which eventually
joined the Central conference and

became what is known today as the
Mississippi Conference. 

Cedar Bluff church presented Mr.
Oliver with a special cake and two hand
painted/ hand-drawn pictures of Cedar
Bluff church. 

He was also presented a card that was
signed by all who were present for this
joyous celebration. Members from both
Cedar Bluff, Siloam churches and Mr.
Oliver’s family were present during the
celebration. 

Thank you Oliver Watson for your
many years of service.

Cedar Bluff/Sloam UMC honors Watson 

Saving Sabbath is an interactive one-day workshop for
children and family ministry leaders dedicated to explore
various areas of relaxation, reflection and spiritual arts.   

Practicing Sabbath can be challenging. Ministry leaders
often find themselves sacrificing spiritual rest in favor of
high energy events. However, in a culture consumed by
extracurricular activities and booked agendas, it is essen-
tial to remember the value of sacred rest. 

This event is free to all children and family ministry
leaders. Morning refreshments and lunch are provided.  

How do we meet the challenge of modeling Sabbath for
and with our children and families? The workshop aims
to answer this question and those that come with it. If
your church is looking to enhance teachings on spiritual
rest for children and families or you simply need to take a
breath, attend Saving Sabbath. 

Who is Invited?
From volunteers to ordained ministers, everyone

involved with children and family ministry are welcome.
From the dad that helps with every event to the grand-
mother who always plans vacation Bible school, go-to
people for all things children's ministry are invited.
Together, all will learn new practices to enhance ministry
with children and families.

Visit savingsabbath.com for more information.

Saving Sabbath workshop set
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