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THANK YOU to all of the churches that have
paid 100 percent of their apportionments
already this year. We want to continue to uplift
these churches and the ones who are on target
to having 100 percent paid by the end of the
year.  The Starkville District had the highest
percentage of all Districts in Conference in
paid Mission Fair Shares in 2015 and has had
an increase over this same period last year.
Thank you so much for your faithful work and
ministry.

– Dr. Embra Jackson
Starkville District Superintendent

CONFERENCE MISSION SHARES
We are so excited to announce that the following
churches have made significant contributions to the
work of the Mississippi Conference and the United
Methodist Church around the world through their
Mission Fair Shares offerings through May 31, 2016.
100% PAID
• Sturgis
• St. Peter
• Macedonia
• Longview
• Military
• Bethel
• South Union
• Pleasant Hill
(Louisville)
• Cooksville
• McAdams

ON TARGET 33.3%)
• Rockport
• Bellefontaine
• Mt. Lebanon
• Ethel
• Tabernacle
• Marvin Chapel
• Pierce Chapel
• Kosciusko: Wesley
• Bevil Hill
• Macon: St. Paul
• Middleton
• Vernon
• Rock Hill
• Shuqualak
• Big Creek

• Dumas Chapel
• Piney Jordan
• Weir
• Salem (Weir-Salem)
• West Point: First
• Rural Hill
• Bevil Hill
• Tabernacle
• Vernon
• Salem (Sallis)
• Mt. Pisgah
• Columbus: St. Stephen
• Noxapater
• Drake Hill
• Louisville: Hopewell
• Kosciusko: First
• Plair
• Mt. Hermon
• Jones Chapel
• Crawford
• Piney Grove
• Siloam
• New Zion
• Mathiston
• Lindsey Chapel
• Flower Ridge 
• Artesia
• Eupora :First

MARY
Continued on page 2...

CONFERENCE
Continued on page 3...

By Gwen Sisson

Not only does Mary Purtee want to do all her
shopping for “the boys and girls,” she wants them
to have some of her favorite toys, as well.

The three-year-old Mary Purtee is an inspiration
as First United Methodist Church of Eupora looks
to grow their Operation Christmas Child ministry.
Mary is proof that this ministry can help teach chil-
dren about the importance of giving.

"How wonderful it is to see a child who is learn-
ing generosity and the purpose of missions at the
same time," said Ron McDougald, pastor of
Eupora’s First United Methodist Church. “Jesus
said...’unless you become like a little child...you
can not see the Kingdom of God.’ I am grateful
that several generations of folks at FUMC partici-

OCC makes an impact on little ones

Mary Purtee of Eupora FUMC
packing a shoebox for
Operation Christmas Child.

CORRECTION: Please accept my apology for
missing the highlighted churches on the
previous report for Conference Mission share

receipts through April 30, 2016. In the 
transposition of information from the
Conference report to the newsletter I missed
reporting your information correctly. We in the
District Office have been celebrating the 
faithfulness of our churches and the fact that
the   district is ahead of where it was during this
same period last year in dollars paid to District
Mission Shares. Great ministry is possible
because of Mission Shares. 

Thank you, 
Tammy Carroll, Administrative Assistant

Caledonia Community Seniors Luncheon –– This is a new ministry for the Caledonia
Church.  There were 28 in attendance and Caledonia UMC is very excited about the turn
out. The next luncheon will be  August 24 at noon. (Photo submitted)

Mark your calendars! The 2016 Session of the
Mississippi Annual Conference will take place in the
Jackson Convention Complex (JCC) from Thursday,
June 9 through Saturday, June 11. 

The JCC is located at 105 E. Pascagoula St. in
Jackson, Mississippi. 

Pre-conference workshops will be held Wednesday,
June 8.

2016 Session of the 
MS Annual Conference

begins this week
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JUNE 8-9 
•  Starkville District Offices will be closed
JUNE 8-11 
•  Mississippi Annual Conference, Jackson
JUNE 8
•  Pre-Conference Workshops, Jackson. Visit
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/preconwork-
shops2016 for details.
JUNE 9-11
Mississippi Annual Conference, Jackson. Visit
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2016smac often
for up to the minute information.
JUNE 9
•  Nexus Youth Day at Annual Conference
NEXUS is a one-day event planned and
designed by the Conference Council on Youth
Ministry (CCYM).This is a celebration of youth
connecting at Session of Annual Conference
on Thursday, June 9, from 1- 5 p.m. Early bird
rate is $20 if registered and paid by May 1. The
regular rate is $25 after May 1 until at the door.
Limited partial scholarships are available.
Contact Cat Foster at (601) 354-0515 or cfos-
ter@mississippiumc.org and provide payment
in advance by check to the conference office at
320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.
JUNE 13
•  Starkville District Offices will be closed
JUNE 19-29
•  The Youth Theology Institute is a free and
multi-cultural program for high school rising jun-
iors and seniors seeking to explore different
careers through a religious lens. This will take
place on the campus of Rust College, June 19-
29.
JUNE 21
•  MS Conference Clergy Moving Day. Join in
prayer for the clergy and families transitioning
this day.
JUNE 23
•  Starkville District Offices will be open from
8:30-11:30 a.m.
June 23-24
•  Over two days, participants learn the five
basic skills of coaching and come away with a
plan for using those skills in their daily lives.
This training is highly participatory with heavy
emphasis on the integration and practice of
each skill.  Clergy CEUs available. 
JUNE 26
•  MS Conference First Day New Clergy in
New Appointments.
JUNE 28
•  Quadrennial dCOM Training, Parkway
Heights in Hattiesburg (Starkville district dCOM
members must attend 1 of 3 dates available).
JUNE 30
•  Quadrennial dCOM Training, Moore
Memorial in Winona (Starkville district dCOM
members must attend 1 of 3 dates available).

CALENDAR

MARY
Continued from page 1...

pating in this important ministry"
Mary’s mom, Gretchen Purtee, said

they began collecting items for five
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes
the Christmas Mary was 2-years old.
Purtee took Mary with her on shop-
ping trips so she could begin learning
about the Operation Christmas Child
and the importance of giving. She
instructed Mary that they would be
shopping for “boys and girls in need
around the world and they were not
shopping for personal gifts.” That
year, Mary only asked for one thing
at the store for herself, everything she
picked out was for “the boys and
girls.” And throughout the year, she
asks her mom for items “for the boys
and girls” every time they going
shopping. 

“She has blown me away,” Purtee
said. “For her to grasp that it is
important to give to others who do
not have all of the toys and things she
has and wants to put them into the
shoeboxes herself. It melts my heart
that God his used this ministry to
teach her to give to the less fortu-
nate.”

Mary’s enthusiasm has turned mom
and dad into OCC “addicts.”
Throughout the year, they are pur-
chasing items for “the boys and girls”
and it has taken over an entire closet
of their home, and could take over
more space as the year progresses.
“This has been a great thing for our
family,” Purtee said. “We could not
have taught her in any better way.
God has been so good to impress
upon her, and all of us, the purpose of
this ministry and the importance of
giving, no matter how young or old
we are.”

It also impacted how the family
worked with Eupora FUMC’s “Bell
Tree” program at Christmas. The
Purtee’s “adopted” a family of three
children from the Salvation Army’s
Webster County Angel Tree. Gretchen
and Mary had just finished collecting
for Operation Christmas Child, and
by the week of thanksgiving, they
were ready to hit the Good Friday
sales for their “adopted” Webster
County children. 

Purtee said one of the children in
the family wanted toys from the
movie, “Frozen” which is one of
Mary’s favorite movies. Mary has a
microphone that she had recently got-
ten that played songs from the motion
picture soundtrack. She had only
played with it a little while, and when
she found out that the little girl of the
family loved “Frozen,” Mary decided
she had to have her microphone.
Purtee said Mary put that microphone

down in the pile of gifts set aside for the three-year-
old of the less fortunate Webster County family and
did not pick it up again.

“That microphone was her prize possession. That is
just how Operation Christmas Child has affected her,”
Purtee said. “It is amazing. She has such a giving
heart and we have God and Operation Christmas
Child to thank for that.”

Eupora FUMC’s Operation Christmas Child
Committee will be hosting a Yard Sale from 8:30
a.m. until 2 p.m. June 11 at the church to raise
money for shipping costs and purchasing items in
bulk for this year’s shoeboxes. To make a dona-
tion, contact the church office at (662) 258-2611.

Gretchen and Mary Purtee of Eupora FUMC.
(Photos submitted)

Contact Donna Poe
(662) 323-8871 or (662) 312-2935

Rock Hill United Methodist Church’s

3rd ANNUAL

July 30, 2016 • 6:30 - 10:30 a.m.
4457 Rock Hill Road
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
• RENFRO TRUST FUND – The Renfro Trust Fund
awards annual bricks-and-mortar grants to small rural
United Methodist congregations in the Southeastern
Jurisdiction. Renfro Trust Funds are again available for
award, beginning in 2016. The deadline for application is
September 1 of the year in which the application is made.
Please note: Applications will only be accepted when sub-
mitted through the Office of the Director of Connectional
Ministries of the Conference in which you are located.
Questions about the application form, award process, or the
Renfro Trust Fund may be directed to:
David Dommisse, SEJ Conference Treasurer at daviddom-
misse@vaumc.org or at (804) 521-1109 or to Anne Travis,
SEJ Conference Secretary at secretary@sejumc.org or by
calling (865) 410-6747.

• PIANIST WANTED ––  Pianist wanted for 1st, 3rd, and
5th Sundays;  Must be able to read and play the various
chosen hymns. For more information, contact St. Paul UM
Church at P.O. Box 907 (330 Fifth Street), West Point, MS
39773 or contact the church at (662) 494-3988 or Percy
Bryan at (662) 494-4129. 

• INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY – Oxford-University
UMC has been awarded a Pastoral Internship grant by
Forum for Theological Exploration to fund a summer col-
lege internship program and a year-long ministry fellowship
for recent college graduate experiencing a call to ministry.
An ideal candidate is a person who has finished their under-
graduate degree and experiencing/exploring a call to min-
istry, but not ready to go to seminary or enter candidacy.
The year-long ministry fellowship is August 2016-May
2017. For more information, contact Rev. Chris McAlilly at
cmcalilly@ouumc.org. 

• IMAGINE NO MALARIA ––Donations from Imagine
No Malaria to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, tuberculosis
and malaria in 2015 were more than double that of com-
bined donations in the previous four years, according to the
annual report issued by the Global Fund to The United
Methodist Church.

• DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INITIATIVE 2016 TO
LAUNCH AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE --At the begin-
ning of the year, The Circuit Rider reported that the
Mississippi Conference United Methodist Men (UMM) and
the United Methodist Women (UMW) were collaborating to
educate Methodists across the state about domestic vio-
lence. This follows the efforts of the General Commission
on United Methodist Men (GCUMM) to eliminate domestic
violence that also occurs in parsonages, according to
GCUMM leaders.  Since then the UMM and UMW groups
have partnered with the Mississippi Coalition Against
Domestic Violence for resources. During the 2016 annual
conference session in June, a formal announcement about
the initiative will be made which will include unveiling the
logo. The Circuit Rider will feature a series of statics, myths
and facts about domestic violence. Look for the logo in
upcoming editions to raise your awareness.

CONFERENCE
Continued from page 1...

The Starkville District
goal for the Africa

University 
endowment is to raise
$130,000 over a three-

year period.  To date, we
have received pledges

of $36,000. Churches are
encouraged to pledge a 

minimum of $1,200.
Make your pledge

TODAY! Contact the
District Office for more 

information at
(662) 323-0198.

Each year, an equal number
of clergy members and lay
members attend the confer-
ence's annual conference ses-
sion for worship, fellowship
and to conduct the business
of the conference. 

During these sessions,
members of the conference
hear reports of past and
ongoing work, adopt future
goals, programs and budgets,
ordain clergy members as
deacons and elders and elect
delegates to jurisdictional
conferences and General
Conference (every four
years). The bishop presides
over these meetings.

The Starkville District
Offices will be closed June
8-13 in preparation for con-
ference.


