
THE STARKVILLE 
DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

Your Connection to the Starkville District of the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church

Friday  I  January 13, 2017

P . O .  B o x  1 3 2 9 ,  S t a r k v i l l e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  3 9 7 6 0  •  ( 6 6 2 )  3 2 3 - 0 1 9 8  •  ( 6 6 2 )  3 2 3 - 0 0 8 6  ( f a x )  

CONFERENCE MISSION SHARES
We are so excited to announce that the following
churches have made significant contributions to the
work of the Mississippi Conference and the United
Methodist Church around the world through their 2016
Mission Fair Shares offerings through Jan. 13, 2017.

It is a Glory Sighting! We ended the year as
the #1 DISTRICT in MississippiThank you for
your faithful work and ministry that allows
us to continue to bear witness throughout
the District, Mississippi, to our neighbors
both near and around the world of the
POWER of We! 

– Dr. Embra Jackson

100% PAID
• Adaton
• Artesia
• Bellefontaine
• Bethel
• Bevil Hill
• Big Creek
• Buffalo
• Cedar Bluff
• Columbus: First
• Columbus: New Hope
• Columbus: Shaeffer's
Chapel
• Columbus: St. James
• Columbus: St.
Stephens
• Cooksville
• Crawford
• Drake Hill
• Dumas Chapel
• Ethel
• Eupora: Lebanon
• Eupora: Liberty
• Flint Hill
• Flower Ridge
• Jones Chapel
• Kosciusko: First
• Kosciusko: Wesley
• LaGrange
• Liberty Hill
• Lindsey Chapel
• Longview
• Louisville: Hopewell
• Louisville: Maple
Springs
• Louisville: Wesley
• Maben
• Macedonia
• Macon: First
• Macon: St. Paul
• Marvin Chapel
• Mathiston
• McAdams

• Middleton
• Military
• Mt. Hermon
• Mt. Lebanon
• Mt. Moriah
(Mathiston)
• Mt. Pisgah
• Mt. Salem (Weir Cir.)
• Mt. Vernon
• New Hope (Macon)
• New Zion
• Noxapater
• Palestine
• Pierce Chapel
• Piney Grove  
• Piney Grove
(Louisville)
• Plair
• Pleasant Grove
• Pleasant Hill
(Louisville)
• Rock Hill
• Rockport
• Rocky Hill
• S. Union
• Salem (Sallis)
• Salem (Weir-Salem)
• Shuqualak
• Siloam
• St. Peter
• St. Stephen (Webster
Cir.)
• Starkville: Aldersgate
• Starkville: First
• Starkville: Griffin
• Sturgis
• Sturgis: Boyd Chapel
• Tabernacle
• Vernon
• Weir
• West Point: Christ
• West Point: First
• Wright's Chapel

By Rex Wilburn

With the coming of the New Year, so
comes the Statistical Reporting process. 

We will again be using the EZRA sys-
tem provided by the General Council on
Finance and Administration (GCFA)
that we used in 2016. I think you will
find the EZRA system very user friend-
ly and is fairly easy to navigate. The
link for reporting the 2016 statistics will
be on the conference website and will

Year-End Stats due by Jan. 27

STATS
Continued on page 4...

Rev. Byrd Hillman with Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson and Mrs. Sarah Hillman with
Rosia Jackson, pictured last June at a special retirement celebration in
Kosciusko. (Photos submitted)

The late Sarah Hillman
remembered through Africa

University Scholarship 
By Gwen Sisson

Members of First United Methodist
Church of Kosciusko believe, if a proj-
ect is important to Rev. Byrd and Sarah
Hillman, it should be important to
them.

“Byrd and Sarah have been a part of
this body of Christ for some time and
this church family loves them dearly,”
said Rev. Scott Wright, pastor of
Kosciusko FUMC. “They are an amaz-

ing couple and love the Lord and His
Methodist church through and through.
This church family knows that and
reciprocates that love.  It is because of
their example early on in our confer-
ence relationship with Africa
University that we know and under-
stand the importance of the work they
does.  I think we believe that if it is

SCHOLARSHIP
Continued on page 3...
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JANUARY 21
• Fishing 101 -- Starkville District Leadership
Training event will be from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. Jan. 21 at Starkville FUMC. 

JANUARY 21
• Early Response Team Training at St. Luke’s
UMC in Jackson
JANUARY 27
• Year-End Statistical Reports Due
JANUARY 27-29
• Confirmation retreat at Camp Lake Stephens is
designed to complement the confirmation program
offered through your local church for students in
grades 6-8.  This retreat is a wonderful opportuni-
ty for confirmands throughout the Mississippi
Conference to be in community and learn together
what it means to be a Christian in the United
Methodist tradition. For more information, call
(662) 234-3350.
FEBRUARY 4 
• Convocation on the Black Church in the
Greenwood District
FEBRUARY 24-26
• THE GATHERING IMAGINE TOUR 2017–The
vision behind The Gathering is to create a high
energy weekend conference for students to gather
from all over Mississippi to celebrate the Lord and
Savior.

CALENDAR

CHURCH OF THE WEEK

LaGrange
UMC

ABOUT THE PASTOR
NAME:  Scarlet Shepperd
CHURCH: LaGrange UMC
CHURCH ADDRESS/TOWN:

1585 LaGrange Rd.,
Mathiston, MS 39752
BIRTHDAY: January 18
HOMETOWN: Louisville, MS
SPOUSE’S NAME: Tim
Shepperd
CHILDREN’S NAME:

Rebekah (Quinn) Jonathan
Crocker & Taylor (Josh)
Johns
GRANDCHILDREN: Peyton and Kase
WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT THE CHURCH

YOU ARE SERVING?

I love the personality of the people who
make up the congregation at LaGrange.
They are all willing to work diligently to
serve each other and the community any-
time there is a need. If I make a suggestion,
they jump in and get the job done! Other
times, they make the suggestion, organize
the project, and get working for the
Kingdom! 

ABOUT THE CHURCH:
HOW MANY YEARS HAS THIS CHURCH BEEN WORSHIPING GOD

TOGETHER? Established in 1851 as Pleasant Hill and believed to
have first been a brush arbor meeting. At the time this was the
county seat, and the church and the Masonic Lodge were meeting
in the same building, the Lodge on top and the church on the bot-
tom. In 1871, a political movement called the Grangers was organ-
ized, thus establishing the name LaGrange. Soon after, the court-
house burned, and the county seat was moved. The Masonic lodge
was removed from the top of the church, and the name of the
church changed to Lagrange. In 1930, the new church was built,
and services have been held in the beautiful sanctuary since. 
WHAT MINISTRIES IS THIS CHURCH KNOWN FOR? The church is
known for its 5th Sunday breakfast when the congregation comes
together for a special devotion and then breaks bread together. The
families of the members all join us for this special day of worship.
We have also just begun a food ministry. We have a large collection
box at the door of the sanctuary where we collect canned food
throughout the quarter and then donate it to a food pantry got dis-
tribution. This ministry was the congregations own idea and imple-
mented by them after a collection of food and money that was
given to several charities during 2016. It was and is Lagrange's
desire to continue sharing the love of Jesus. 

Rev. Scarlet Shepperd
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CONNECTIONS
RESIDENT BISHOP:

Dr. James E. Swanson, Sr.
bishop@mississippi-umc.org

DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT:
Rev. Embra Jackson

ejackson@mississippi-umc.org

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT:

Tammy Carroll
Starkville@mississippi-umc.org

COMMUNICATIONS
ASSISTANT:
Gwen Sisson

gwenwoodssisson@yahoo.com

DISTRICT HEALTH COORDINATOR:
Carolyn Jackson

andrewandcarolyn@bellsouth.net

LAY ACADEMY DEAN:
Rev. Sarah Windham
eswindham@bellsouth.net

Find us on TWITTER @StarkvilleUMC

Find the FACEBOOK group at  

www.facebook.com/Groups/

StarkvilleDistrictUMC/

The Starkville District goal
for the Africa University
endowment is to raise

$130,000 over a three-year
period.  We have received
pledges of $36,820, with

$25,289.39 collected to date.
Pledges from the Starkville
District will go to create a
scholarship in honor of

Rev. Byrd Hillman and the
late Sarah Hillman. Churches
are encouraged to pledge a
minimum of $1,200. Make

your pledge TODAY! Contact
the District Office for more

information at (662) 323-0198.

UM WOMEN ANNUAL MEETING

West Point FUMC has a new sound system and
some older equipment that’s still in good condi-
tion. They would like to offer this equipment to

churches that might be able to use it? They have
microphones, CD recorders, and  possibly a CD
player. If interested, contact the church office at

(662) 494-1658. 

Lindley Caroline Ragland was born at
1:23 pm on Sunday, December 11. She is
the daughter of Rev. Chandler Ragland
and Dr. Chelsea Lindley Ragland of
Dallas, Texas. Grandparents are Rev.
Giles and Lisa Lindley of Starkville, and
Greg and Sandra Ragland of Yazoo City.
(Submitted photo)  

Celebrating...



P . O .  B o x  1 3 2 9 ,  S t a r k v i l l e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  3 9 7 6 0  •  ( 6 6 2 )  3 2 3 - 0 1 9 8  •  ( 6 6 2 )  3 2 3 - 0 0 8 6  ( f a x )  

4

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We need photos of
your church events!
The Starkville District
would like to feature
events from every church
in each newsletter. Please
send us your events and
announcements to 
gwenwoodssisson@yahoo
.com. Thanks so much!

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
ARE NOON EACH TUESDAY!

Consider sending group
photos from your church 

conference!

• IMAGINE NO MALARIA --
The Mississippi Conference of the
United Methodist Church is
focusing on Imagine No Malaria
(INM), a mission to raise aware-
ness and money to stop this pre-
ventable and treatable disease.
Bishop Swanson has set a goal for
our conference to provide 100,000
mosquito nets by Annual
Conference next June. 

For more information or
resources, go to www.imagineno-
malaria.org.

• IMAGINE NO MALARIA
CHALLENGE VIDEO --
See the challenge videos  on the
facebook group page or use the
dropbox link for iPhone or iPad,
you will need to use this link on a
Mac or PC to download files:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ltpp
q;fd135qbfu/AAD19wJhF4jFay6
ZmkShDWUra/INM?dl+0.

important to Byrd and Sarah, it's important to us!”
Over a year ago, the Starkville District of the

United Methodist Church established an Africa
University endowment in honor of Rev. Byrd and
Sarah Hillman, with the goal of raising $130,000
over a three-year period. 

On Dec. 28, 2016, Sarah Hillman passed away,
and churches throughout the district are sending
memorials for the Africa University Scholarship
program in remembrance of the passion this lady
had for this mission.

Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson, Starkville District
Superintendent, said the idea to name the Africa
University Scholarship after the Hillmans was dis-
cussed at the Clergy Picnic last summer.

“We wanted to have a means to honor two per-
sons for their many years of service in ministry in
the Mississippi Annual Conference in general and
in the Starkville District, specifically,” Jackson
said.  “The members of Kosciusko First Church
have agreed to spear-head this effort on our behalf.
They will assist us, through various means, to
secure these funds.”

Rev. Wright said Kosciusko FUMC said, like
many churches, are struggling financially.

“But we have chosen to lead by example and are
raising funds to give toward our district and con-
ference goal,” Wright said. “We challenge and
even dare other churches to do what we are doing!

How powerful it could be if every church raised
$1,000 in support of this mission? Education is
key.  With education, love and a heart for the
Lord, we can change the world!”

Peggy Keady said she first met Rev. Byrd and
Sarah Hillman when she moved to Kosciusko in
1994 from Brunswick, Ga. and soon joined
Kosciusko First United Methodist Church.  

“During my years in this church family, I have
had many times of fellowship with them as well as
opportunities to observe them in ministry,” Keady
said. “Their love and care for each other and for
their son, John Robert, is deeply inspiring. They
are both very approachable and down to earth.
There is a dignity and sweet presence about them.”

Keady is helping Kosciusko FUMC to raise
money for the Byrd and Sarah Hillman
Scholarship to Africa University. 

“Byrd and Sarah have had a long and productive
ministry in the United Methodist Church serving
in pastorates, in administration, as delegates to
various levels of the Conference, and as leaders on
various boards in the UMC,” Keady said. “One of
their special interests has been Africa University
so choosing to support this mission in their name
is a fitting tribute to their outstanding life of min-
istry in the United Methodist Church.”

To make a contribution to the Byrd and Sarah
Hillman Scholarship to Africa University in mem-
ory of Sarah Hillman, please contact the District
Office at (662) 323-0198.

STATS
Continued from page 1...
be opened at 1 a.m. Jan. 1, 2017,
and will close at 11 p.m. on Jan.
27, 2017. All reports must be in
by that deadline. Any statistical
reports not completed will be
reported as not timely filed to the
bishop and the cabinet.

Instructions for Local
Church

The log in will be on the con-
ference website beginning Jan. 1,
2017. The usernames and pass-
words have been reset. You will
use your six-digit GCFA number
for your username. This number
can be found on your mission
shares statement. The first time
that you log in, you will use
MS2016 as the password. You
will then be prompted to change
your password.

The new password that you cre-
ate must be six characters in
length. We highly suggest that
you use the four-digit local
church number (five-digit if you
are in the Tupelo or West Jackson
Districts) proceeded by two
zeroes (one if you are in the
Tupelo or West Jackson Districts).

The form has the same design
as last year. There are a few new
added features. Instructions for

each line can be found by hover-
ing over the question mark. Line
1 is entered for you and this num-
ber cannot be changed. Unlike
last year, line 9 automatically cal-
culates. Be sure that you verify
that line 9 is correct and agrees
with your membership roll by
double checking lines 1 through
8. Additionally, the total on line 9
should equal the total of 9a
through 9g and also the total 9h
plus 9i. Lines 15-18 must equal
line 19.

Lines 48 through 57 for 2015
and 2016 are the line items used
to calculate your conference mis-
sion shares for 2018. Please be
certain that these entries are dou-
ble checked. You may be asked if
the lines are correct multiple
times by your district statistician,
your conference statistician and
by David Stotts.

Please be sure to complete table
three. This table simply reports
the funding sources for the min-
istries in the previous two tables.
They are not tied in any fashion
to the amount of mission shares
you will pay. The table merely
illustrates the total picture of the
spiritual journey of the church
and how the ministries are fund-

ed. Each local church sets a budg-
et every year. That budget is
dependent on a funding source.
All that is reported in Table three
is where God provided funds for
the ministries of your local
church budget.

In Closing
Please remember that these are

not merely numbers but they are a
record of activity of Christian
people fulfilling their ministry of
Christ in the local church. It is the
only real snapshot we get of the
church in any form or fashion.
Please take this endeavor serious-
ly.

I would like to thank the staff
of statisticians, district secretaries,
district superintendents, David
Stotts and Bishop Swanson for
their assistance in gathering this
data, and a special thank you to
our pastors for your cooperation
and faithfulness. I look forward to
speaking with many of you and
hearing your glory sightings in
your stories and seeing them in
your numbers. You can contact
me by calling (662) 983-0574 or
sending an email to
confstat@mississippi-umc.org.

SCHOLARSHIP
Continued from page 1...
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