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CONFERENCE MISSION SHARES
DISTRICT MISSION SHARES 2017
We are so excited to announce that the following
churches have made significant contributions to the
work of the Starkville District through their Mission Fair
Shares offerings through Jan. 31, 2017.

It is a Glory Sighting! Our churches
contributed together to help Starkville
become the #1 District in percentage of
mission shares paid in the conference,
and we are off to a GREAT start again
this year! Thank you for all you do!

– Dr. Embra Jackson
Starkville District Superintendent

By Jamie Bailey
District Statistician

We are now a 100 percent statistically
complete district! Congratulations to all
churches in The Starkville District that
submitted its year-end statistical reports
in a timely manner. Our pastors and laity
worked diligently to reach this important
goal. 

Also, special thanks to our District
Superintendent, Dr. Embra Jackson, and
our District Secretary, Tammy Carroll
for all of their hard work and dedication
inensuring that our pastors and churches
were apprised of timely information and
provided assistance to complete its sta-
tistical tables. 

Great effort completing 
Year-End Statistical Reports

REPORTS
Continued on page 3...

CONFERENCE

100% PAID

• Wright’s Chapel

• Longview

• Cooksville

• Sturgis

CONFERENCE

On Target-

At Least 8.3%

• Drake Hill

• Military

• Shaeffers Chapel

• Piney Grove

(Columbus)

• Tabernacle

• Kosciusko: First

• Palestine

• Aldersgate

• Starkville: First

• Big Creek

• Eupora: Lebanon

• Lagrange

• West Point Christ

DISTRICT

100% PAID

• Ackerman: Mt.

Hermon

• Mt. Lebanon

• Wrights Chapel

• Tabernacle

• Longview

• Bevil Hill

• Cooksville

• Macon: St. Paul

• Noxapater

• Sturgis

• Eupora: Lebanon

• Campground

DISTRICT

On Target-

At Least 8.3%

• Drake Hill

• Siloam

• Shaeffers Chapel

• Kosciusko: First

• Louisville: First

• Maben

• Jones Chapel

• Palestine

• New Zion

• Starkville: First

• Lagrange

• First Unity (Weir)

• Louisville:

Whitehall

By Charity Gordon

Our big Conference-wide push for this year’s missions
focus, Imagine No Malaria, is during Lent. We are asking
all of our congregations to consider making Imagine No
Malaria a part of their church’s Lenten worship.

On our Conference Website – www.mississippi-
umc.org/inmlent – we have the following resources you
can download and provide to your congregation:

A Mississippi Conference Lenten Devotion Guide with
devotions written by some of our own Mississippi folks.
This booklet includes stories about what Imagine No

INM
Continued on page 4...

Lent Missions Focus: Imagine No Malaria

When it comes to fishing,
most fishermen will tell you
the secret is in the bait.  

Location is important, water
temperature is a factor, equip-
ment is crucial, but bait and
how you present it… is key!
How often have you gotten a
letter from the church that
talked about fishing?  Kinda
strange isn’t it, to talk about
fishing… in the church?  Or is
it?  Really…aren’t we in the

FISHING 101
Saturday,
March 4

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

New Zion United

Methodist Church 

2169 S Montgomery St, Starkville, MS

Take your
church
fishing

FISHING
Continued on page 3...
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FEBRUARY 24-26
• THE GATHERING IMAGINE TOUR 2017–The
vision behind The Gathering is to create a high-
energy weekend conference for students to gather
from all over Mississippi to celebrate the Lord and
Savior. Organizers are committed to creating a
weekend event that is first-class quality with the
best worship teams and communicators. 
FEBRUARY 25 
• Lay Servant School--The Desoto Cluster is host-
ing lay servant school at Hernando UMC on
Saturday, Feb. 25. A barbecue lunch plate will be
provided for $5.  Brochures with registration forms
will be available later. 
FEBRUARY 26 
• Trinity Place Retirement Community’s Michelle
Crawford and Earl McAnally will be at Covenant
United Methodist Church at 5 p.m., Sunday,
February 26, 2017, to offer a program they are
calling Trinity Place Retirement Community:  What
You May Not Know. This is a program that con-
cerns some very important changes in the opera-
tions of Trinity Place Retirement Community that
have come about in the past year.  The informa-
tion is timely and will serve to correct current mis-
conceptions regarding qualifications for residence
in the community. It is free and open to the public.
Light refreshments will be offered. After the 20-
minute presentation, there will be an opportunity
for questions and answers from the floor.
MARCH 4
• Fishing 101 -- Starkville District Leadership
Training -- DISCIPLESHIP EVENT from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. at New Zion UMC.
MARCH 8-11
• 50th General Meeting of Black Methodists for
Church Renewal (BMCR)--The 50th General meet-
ing anniversary for BMCR is March 8, in
Cincinnati, Ohio. The theme is Celebrating a
Legacy of Fatih, Hope and Renewal More Rivers
to Cross, More Milestones to Reach.  

CALENDAR

CHURCH OF THE WEEK

ABOUT THE PASTOR
NAME:  Aubrey Mitchell
CHURCH: Drake Hill UMC of the Brooksville
Circuit of United Methodist Churches
CHURCH ADDRESS/TOWN: 4239 Drake Hill
Road,  Brooksville, MS 39739
BIRTHDAY: July 13
HOMETOWN: West Point, MS
SPOUSE’S NAME: Myrtle Mitchell
CHILDREN’S NAME: Aubreonna Mitchell,
19; Nicole Spencer, 32; Jeterrod Mitchell,
33; Damen Mitchell, 31; Devin Mitchell--
died at 16 years old in 2012
GRANDCHILDREN: Jeteria Mitchell; Jeterrod Mitchell, Jr.; Aliya
Mitchell; Travian Spencer; Zaidyn Spencer & Amari Spencer 
WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT THE CHURCH YOU ARE SERVING?
I love serving the churches I serve because of the love that is

shown and also the family spirit that moves in the church with the
HOLY SPIRIT moving in everyone. It’s all about the love of GOD and
the love each other that is always shared.

ABOUT THE CHURCH:
HOW MANY YEARS HAS THIS CHURCH BEEN WORSHIPING GOD
TOGETHER? 159
HOW MANY ARE IN REGULAR ATTENDANCE? About 50
WHAT MINISTRIES IS THIS CHURCH KNOWN FOR? Awarding
scholarships to high school students annually; mentorship pro-
gram for youth; annual laity program; our United Methodist Women
adopt senior adults in the community and keep check on them reg-
ularly and spend time with them; our outreach program visiting the

sick and shut in--this year,
church members plan to begin
visiting the nursing home and
local jail; we have annual
Men’s Day, Women’s Day and
Grandparent’s Day programs;
Spring Revival; Youth Revival;
our annual Pastor’s
Appreciation Program; and our
new quarterly Prayer Breakfast
program.

Rev. Aubrey Mitchell
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CONNECTIONS
RESIDENT BISHOP:

Dr. James E. Swanson, Sr.
bishop@mississippi-umc.org

DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT:
Rev. Embra Jackson

ejackson@mississippi-umc.org

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT:

Tammy Carroll
Starkville@mississippi-umc.org

COMMUNICATIONS
ASSISTANT:
Gwen Sisson

gwenwoodssisson@yahoo.com

DISTRICT HEALTH COORDINATOR:
Carolyn Jackson

andrewandcarolyn@bellsouth.net

LAY ACADEMY DEAN:
Rev. Sarah Windham
eswindham@bellsouth.net

Find us on TWITTER @StarkvilleUMC

Find the FACEBOOK group at  
www.facebook.com/Groups/

StarkvilleDistrictUMC/

The Starkville District goal
for the Africa University
endowment is to raise

$130,000 over a three-year
period.  We have received
pledges of $36,820, with

$25,289.39 collected to date.
Pledges from the Starkville
District will go to create a
scholarship in honor of

Rev. Byrd Hillman and the
late Sarah Hillman. Churches
are encouraged to pledge a
minimum of $1,200. Make

your pledge TODAY! Contact
the District Office for more

information at (662) 323-0198.

UM WOMEN ANNUAL MEETING

REPORTS
Continued from page 1...

Rex Wilburn,
Conference Statistician,
was invaluable in lead-
ing a workshop last
month for churches
seeking assistance and
clarification before
beginning its reports.

Finally, if you are not
already enrolled in Vital
Signs, please do so
today.  I believe that you
will find this program
invaluable in monitoring
your attendance, stew-
ardship, missions, and
outreach throughout the
year. Completing Vital
Signs each week also
provides valuable atten-
dance information for
completing your next
year’s statistical reports. 

For information
regarding Vital Signs,
please contact Jane
Horstman at the
Conference Office.Her
phone number is (769)
243-7072 or email:
jhorstman@mississippi-
umc.org. This is another
area that we, as a dis-
trict, can achieve 100
percent participation. 

Again, great job!

fishing business?  Didn’t Jesus him-
self say, “Follow me and I will make
you fish for people…”?

Join the Starkville District for
FISHING 101 on Saturday, March 4
from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at New
Zion United Methodist Church,
2169 S Montgomery St, Starkville.

Michael W. Foss’s book, “Power
Surge: Six Marks of Discipleship for

a Changing Church” is a road map
for some great fishing for Christ.
Foss talks about Prayer, Worship,
Reading Bible, Service,
Relationships (spiritual friendships)
and Giving as the marks of those
that are best equipped to help lead
people to Christ, best equipped to
make disciples, best equipped to be
fishers of people!  As the Spiritual
Operational Team for the district, we
have a vision of sharing with our
district churches those fishing tips

that will help us all be better fishers
of people for the sake of the
Kingdom!  So, join us for Fishing
101 with guest fisher, Latoya Redd
Thompson our Conference Lay
Leader and many of our sister
churches from the district as we
embark on a fishing journey that
will better equip us to “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations…”  

Register online at https://missis-
sippi-reg.brtapp.com/Fishing101
Or call (662) 323-0198. 

FISHING 101
Continued from page 1...

St. James UMC in Columbus held their Annual Women’s Day Program in November. The theme was “A Past
to Remember...A Future to Pursue.” Guest speaker was Rose Coffey. As a special part of the program, the
group recognized older women ages 80-90 in their congregation. (Photo submitted)
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Malaria is doing to save lives in our
world and a Lenten “Giving From
Abundance” calendar plus digital back-
grounds for PowerPoint, Facebook,
Twitter, and Youtube.

A huge worship guide with sermons
helps, Sunday school/children’s church
lessons, liturgical readings, hymn rec-
ommendations, and much more can be
downloaded, as well as bulletin inserts
for each Sunday during Lent.

This Lenten focus will stretch us all
spiritually. We will see how when we

work together there is power – the
power of purer hearts, radical justice,
and life-saving generosity in Jesus’
name.

Will you consider making Imagine No
Malaria part of your church’s worship
focus during Lent?

If your church doesn’t have the capa-
bility to download and make copies of
these resources, please let me know by
e-mail at inm@mississippi-umc.org or
by phone/text at (662) 825-0949. I will
do my best to get hard copies of
resources to you. 

INM
Continued from page 1...

IMAGINE NO MALARIA CHALLENGE VIDEO
See the challenge videos on the facebook group page or
use the dropbox link for iPhone or iPad, you will need
to use this link on a Mac or PC to download files:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ltppq;fd135qbfu/AAD19
wJhF4jFay6ZmkShDWUra/INM?dl+0.


